
2021 Lopez Island Friends Meeting (LIFM) 
State of the Meeting Report 

For Lopez Island Friends Meeting, 2021 was a year of tending connections. The 
pandemic caused some rifts in our group but also provided opportunities for 
new connections and new ways of connecting. 

Connections Within Our Meeting 
Zoom facilitated closer relationships both with distant worship groups under our care 
as well as with members and attenders who moved away during the pandemic. 
However, we sorely miss younger attenders and families with children and hope they’ll 
return when we again meet in person. We’ve also struggled with differences of opinion 
about vaccines, masking, and Zoom. It’s clear we need to better communicate and 
connect across these divides so all feel respected and cherished. 

Though worship has continued to be mostly via 
Zoom, some of us opted to meet in person in 
Sunnyfield Farm’s open-air goat barn. With 
winter weather, there were many weeks with 
only one or two people attending in the barn and 
16 to 24 people participating via Zoom. On other 
Sundays, as many as six met in the barn, 
outfitted with a propane heater and an “Owl” 
device, helping us stay connected with those for 

whom Zoom meetings simply haven’t worked. 

After officially taking the Orcas Island Worship Group 
under our care in 2020, the celebration planned for 
April of 2020 was postponed due to COVID. During 
the summer of 2021, the socially-starved Friends 

from San Juan, Orcas, and 
Lopez finally celebrated in 
person at a member’s 
garden on Lopez for a 
joyous, sunshine-filled, 
outdoor potluck picnic. We 
enjoyed a lovely day of 
deep worship, great food, and wonderful conversation. 
During the event, we were also finally able to publicly 

acknowledge and celebrate Linda Ellsworth’s membership transfer to LIFM. 

Connections With the Local Community 

We also stayed connected with and supported our local community through Zoom 
tutoring school kids, community vaccination clinics, delivering meals for island 
resource centers, serving on organization boards, and tending to each other with 
meals, phone calls, and outdoor visits. 



Wider World Connections 
We connected with the wider Quaker world when LIFM co-hosted the virtual Pacific 
Northwest Quarterly Meeting (PNQM) in the Fall, as well as maintaining a county-wide 

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) 
Advocacy Team. 

After much research and discernment, LIFM came to 
unity to affiliate with Friends General Conference (FGC). 
Our Meeting formally and wholeheartedly completed the 
affiliation process and appointed a Meeting 
representative to keep in touch with FGC. 

A new and important connection has been formation of 
the Indigenous Rights Action Committee (IRAC). 
Committee members hosted gatherings on Lopez with 

tribal members from the Samish, Swinomish, and other local tribes. 

Other Highlights That Kept Us Connected 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Looking to the Future 
Our meeting has weathered the pandemic so far, at least in part because of our 
connections with each other and the world around us. It is clear that deep listening 
and creating safe opportunities to come together and really hear each other is vital 
work not just for our Meeting, but also for the world at large. We hope to move 
toward a new era when the pandemic doesn’t dominate our lives. 

The birth of Laurel Elgin’s 2nd child, 
Tobin (Laurel grew up in our 

Meeting…well, it was a Worship 
Group when she was a child). 

 

A fun, outdoor baby shower, 
followed a couple of months later by 
the birth of our youngest attender, 
Otto, born to Elizabeth and Andre 
Entermann in November. 


