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As for most other Meetings and Worship Groups, the COVID-19 pandemic has been a 

significant factor for Eastside Friends this year. After careful deliberation, we reopened the 

Meetinghouse for in-person worship in 7/2021. We have worked out a hybrid arrangement that 

suits our needs quite well. It took several iterations over several months to find the combination 

of equipment and right placement for it in the worship room. We are grateful to the dedicated 

“tech team” whose hard work and continuing patience have made hybrid worship possible. We 

are grateful to those who contributed equipment, expertise, time, and funds. We were able to 

use some memorial donations to support the project, so we are also grateful to the remembered 

Friends and their families: John and Dorothy Willard, Karen Braddock, Ramona Burks.  

 

We are grateful to all members and attenders for staying open to change and adjusting to 

worship in the hybrid model, whether in-person in the worship room or remotely in their own 

spaces. This approach to Quaker worship has very real challenges (both technical and spiritual) 

as well as very real benefits. We continue to seek a good balance that includes and values all 

participants equally. 

 

In spite of occasional technical glitches, our worship remains healthy and centered. Vocal 

ministry is often deep and rich. We feel the motion of the Spirit among us as comfort, challenge 

and inspiration. 

 

Total attendance at First-day worship averages 15-20 participants. The in-person / online split 

varies widely from week to week. It remains a sorrow that we have so few children in our group 

and that they are generally unable to attend. Two school-age young people are beginning to 

attend again and one preschooler attends virtually. 

 

We rejoice in the new attenders who have found their way to Eastside-- eight of them! Some 

have had experience in the Religious Society of Friends elsewhere, some are entirely new to 

Quakerism. It has been a great joy to welcome them and we all rejoice as they become part of 

the Eastside community. 

 

We continue in our love and concern for members and attenders who have ceased to attend 

because of health concerns about COVID, reluctance about online worship, or challenges in 

their lives. Our Ministry and Counsel Committee keeps in touch with these absent Friends as 

much as possible. We also sense greater needs for pastoral care surfacing within the Meeting 

community, and wonder whether other Meetings and Worship Groups are experiencing the 

same. Unfortunately, the traditions of Friendly visiting and “taking Meeting to the housebound” 

are not workable at present because of COVID restrictions. We seek new ways to make and 

keep strong connections. It is a comfort and an inspiration to consider the challenges that earlier 

generations of Friends have met and overcome. Their willingness to “keep working to make it 

work,” as one Friend recently described it, is a great legacy. 



Eastside State of Society Report for 2022 - page 2 
 

 

Eastside members and attenders remain active in the wider world of Friends, some taking 

leadership position in regional and national organizations, as well as in our larger communities.  

 

We continue to work toward right relationship with the indigenous peoples of our region. We 

read our land acknowledgement — a work in progress as all such statements must be — at 

every meeting for worship for business and at special events. We continue to support the 

Nakani Native Program and to pay “real rent” to the Duwamish Tribe. Plans for using the 

Meetinghouse woods for some kind of creative partnership with native groups are currently on 

hold because of COVID. Recent discussion of the proposed NPYM minute on support for 

indigenous peoples showed us where we need further reflection and discernment as a meeting 

community. 

 

We continue to encourage individual Friends in following their leadings, recognizing that 

opportunities for volunteering and other personal involvement have changed during the 

pandemic. Many of us are looking forward to returning to previous volunteer work, or are 

seeking new ways to be of service. Eastside Friends are active in a wide variety of social 

justice, human rights, and environmental concerns.  

 

We were able to hold a memorial meeting for Kim O’Keefe in November 2021, the first such 

special meeting of the pandemic years. 

 

Being back in the Meetinghouse has meant a return to some beloved community traditions, 

such as potlucks (with precautions) and our candlelight Meeting for Worship for Christmas. 2021 

was our first hybrid candlelight worship: a joyful experience. Being back in the Meetinghouse 

has also meant the return of work parties for building maintenance. Several of us can commend 

window-washing as a great community-building activity! 

 

Several Second Hours looked at ways to stay centered and move forward in challenging times. 

We shared ideas for spiritual self-care and experimented with creative expression to move us 

out of “stuck” places. 

 

We are glad to report that we remain in a sound financial position, thanks to the ongoing 

generosity of members and attenders.  

 

Since returning to the Meetinghouse we have been “visited” by several local deer and at least 

one brown bat outside our worship room windows. We are glad to include them as part of the 

worship experience! (The squirrels in the roof were much less welcome.) 

 

One of us recently summarized it all: “We’re doing pretty well, considering how much effort it 

takes to stay centered and just keep going, these days. Being among Friends gives me my 

strength back.” For many of us at Eastside, Meeting is a lifeline in the uncertainty and negativity 

of our times. 


