
                                   MISSOULA FRIENDS MEETING 

                               STATE OF THE MEETING 2021-2022


The Missoula Friends Meeting has met the difficulties and blessings of the 
second full year of Covid with a healthy balance of courage, determination, 
perseverance, exhaustion, loneliness, compassion and good humor.  Our lives 
have been improving in many good ways as we have faced and dealt with a 
pandemic over which we individually have limited control.  We have gown in our 
ability to adapt to the changes Covid has brought to our community.  We have 
found new respect and gratitude for all private and public essential workers 
whose efforts have kept our society able to function.  Our many protectors have 
shown us the Spirit in our midst, every day, and helped us to see that which is  
God in everyone. 


As Covid continued to require some level of virtual meetings, we made an effort  
to obtain good technical equipment and to become proficient setting up Zoom 
meetings.   As infection rates in Missoula declined and as permitted by law, 
some Missoula Friends began to meet in person at the meeting house, masked 
and socially distant, in conjunction with Friends who were meeting on zoom.  
Those worshiping in the meeting house were grateful for the warmth of human 
companionship in a well loved venue. We struggled to find a format for meeting 
for worship that included as many people as possible and we kept in mind those 
Friends whose needs we were not meeting.  We found that some were able to 
experience Spirit while worshiping on Zoom and others could not find that 
connection in the meeting house with technology present in the room.   We 
listened to those concerns and considered alternative meeting formats.  As a 
meeting we are grateful for our ability to proceed in worship in different ways 
and to meet the dangers of Covid with good will, understanding, compassion 
and joy.


Currently we are ending a two month trial of simultaneous meetings for worship 
with one group in person at the meeting house and another group meeting via 
Zoom.  (We have a different format one Sunday a month for business meetings.) 
At the rise of meeting, both groups join together via Zoom where we continue 
our tradition of sharing joys and concerns, followed by announcements.  This 
has allowed our meeting to increase our feelings of connectedness with each 
other and to share the events taking place in our lives.


We have seen a change in our meeting demographics this past year.  We 
continue to have distant attenders participate in the life of the meeting via Zoom.  
We have had numerous visitors worship with us in the meeting house; some 
have returned again and again.  We are especially heartened by the number of 



young people and we hope to reach out to them in a sensitive and welcoming 
way.  There seem to be fewer Friends to share in the work of the meeting.  The 
risk of burnout is real.   We ask Friends to consider what gifts  they can share 
with the meeting.  As aging occurs, the needs of Friends increase.  We will 
consider whether we need a ministry  committee to make visits to such Friends, 
for whom we feel love and support.


NPYM has decided not to hold annual session in Missoula this year and next as 
had previously planned.  Some Friends are relieved and some are disappointed.


We have looked for ways to strengthen and enjoy our community. The past 
summer brought us wonderful activities:  kayaking, biking, picnics, and visits to 
Friends cabins.  We hope to recreate together again this summer.


One tradition we miss is gathering after meeting for worship to share soup and 
bread.  In order to reinstate this simple meal, we would need to come to a 
consensus regarding social distancing and mask wearing within the meeting 
house.  Some Friends are caring for aging parents and are very careful about 
their potential for Covid exposure.  We must be mindful of everyone’s concerns 
before moving forward.


This winter we unexpectedly lost a beloved young man, Eli Roberts.  In the face 
of this tragedy, the meeting came together to support his family with love.  We 
renewed our longstanding connection with his parents, who reported they felt 
our outpouring of love and care.  We plan to create a tangible memorial for Eli on 
our property.


The interests of Fiends remain varied and we have explored many of these in the 
9:30 to 10:30 time slot on Sunday mornings.  We discuss an article from 
Western Friend monthly.  In evaluating the allocation of our Peace and Social 
Concerns funds, we considered the strengths of various charities and how to 
accomplish the most good in our communities.  We focused on race relations, 
immigration, and Native American issues.  


With an acute awareness of local needs and world affairs, we strive to put our 
faith in action.  Our Peace and Social Concerns donations are one manifestation 
of these concerns. We continue to support our neighborhood school through 
donations to the Betty Husted Fund.  We received anonymous donations for 
technology upgrades and to be used to support organizations doing good work.

 Friends voice their anguish over the war in Ukraine.


Several of the themes from our 2020 - 2021 State of the Meeting report  occur 
here, remain relevant, and continue to evolve.  It will be ever so as we evolve, 



discern what good it is possible for us to do, and hold dear and cherish one 
another.  We look forward, with peaceful and joyful hearts, to what the future 
bings, and to discerning how we can most honorably shape that future, even in 
the smallest ways.


