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Spiritual strengths and weaknesses of Multnomah Meeting 

The strength of Multnomah Friends comes from the bonds of shared worship and the faith that we will find the 
way forward. Twin streams of support come into our circle: heritage, as told through the wisdom of our elders, and 
new ways of thinking. Quaker process has kept us grounded as these ideas synthesize. Most critical to our personal 
and community sustenance are the continuing gathering and dedication of small groups such as Quaker Roots 
groups, the Adult Religious Education program, the Friends for Racial Justice, and the Ad Hoc Committee for 
Building Reopening. 

Strong financial support by the meeting community, as well as some large bequests this year, has provided 
substantial financial support to outside groups aligned with our spiritual convictions. 

We remain universally concerned about how to be present for our younger Friends and their families. During 
spring and summer, we held in-person children’s program during the once-monthly worship event in a local park. 
The children continued to walk to the playground together throughout the fall. Older youth have been meeting 
twice a month online.  Maintaining active attendance in our youth programs is an ongoing challenge. 

We are both concerned and inspired by how technology interacts with worship. We have not yet reached unity on 
these questions. We value the presence of those who can only attend virtually, whether due to distance, health 
concerns, or other limitations. Others have computer issues that make it difficult for them to connect to virtual 
worship, fellowship, and committees. There are some Friends that we have not seen either virtually or at the 
meetinghouse since the start of the pandemic. We can do more to reach out to those who are isolated and 
inactive to keep our community connected. 

In the past year a new, unaffiliated Worship Group, Clear Hearts Quaker Circle, was established by Friends who did 
not feel fully welcomed and accepted by the Meeting. 

Fostering growth in the spiritual life of the Meeting  

Adapting to the pandemic inspires innovative ways to meet the spiritual needs of Multnomah Friends, including 
blended worship that uses online video conferencing. In threshing sessions, we have shared our concerns about the 
use of technology in worship as we considered the query, “How shall we proceed as a worship community to nurture 
our connections so that we can open to the leading of divine spirit?” Currently at 10am worship, we are gathering in 
two groups, a plain worship and a blended worship. Friends are gathering in many ways, including developing 
connections with each other during online social hour. One outgrowth was the formation of a women’s discussion 
group from those casual conversations. 

Outreach to newcomers has resulted in well-attended virtual newcomers’ gatherings. Library resources have been 
more available through outreach. A Friendly Listener continues to be available by phone after meeting for worship 
for those seeking to share what is on their heart.  

The Meeting’s racial justice minute asks us to commit to taking action to live out our testimony of equality for all 
people by supporting anti-racism. Likewise, our ad hoc Land Acknowledgement committee discerned and prepared 
a native land acknowledgement that challenges us to actively work toward building right relationship with Native 
American people. We struggle personally and as a community over how best to address this important work.  

Asking Friends to be in service has reaped rewards, deepening the experience of community while meeting the 
needs of members and attenders of the Meeting. The Meeting continues efforts in community outreach, including 
local actions: we have offered the meeting house as a shelter in extreme weather and as a place to provide meals 
in cooperation with another group. 

In the second year of our time together in a pandemic, the community of Multnomah Friends found strength 
among its members and the fabric of its community. At times there have been significant distances in belief 
between members over the nature of worship, but we endeavor together. When the disagreements have been 
hard, we have been honest. When we are fatigued, we continue to be diligent. When we have disagreed, we 
continue to express love for each other.  


