
State of the Meeting Report
Pullman-Moscow Monthly Meeting

Third Month 2022 (approved 4/10/2022)

This year was a difficult one for our Meeting. Two Friends who had been part of the Meeting
community for a long time, one the father of a Friend in our community, passed away. We are
grieving and mourning the loss. Our most gathered meetings occurred after the passing of each
of these Friends.

Many in our Meeting visited these Friends regularly over the last several years. Friends felt the
care we provided and the love we shared with these visits strengthened the Meeting. The pres-
ence of the Spirit was felt even in visits that were not spent in worship.

We have had difficulty caring for some Friends who have not been worshiping with us online.
We realize there are obstacles we have not overcome.

Meeting for Worship has been on Zoom except for a few hybrid meetings last summer. We ap-
preciate the opportunity that has been provided to meet for worship with other meetings, in-
cluding Sandpoint Meeting and meetings in Alaska, Montana and Wyoming. Friends who live a
significant drive from where we held Meeting for Worship are grateful to not have to make the
trip every week. At the same time, many Friends found it difficult to center in worship over
Zoom. Several Friends have mostly or entirely skipped virtual Meeting for Worship. We miss be-
ing able to sit together in worship and feel worshiping together in person is important. We will
need to discern how we will meet when pandemic restrictions end. Hybrid meetings where
some of us meet in person and others join in online are a possibility.

Furthermore, there has been no program for children in the Meeting, and Quarterly and Yearly
Meeting have also not been able to make their children’s programs work. Our children have lost
out when it would have been important. We also wonder whether we will have enough children
in the meeting community for a program going forward.

Some Friends who recently moved to the area have joined us. We appreciate their presence and
their new energy. At the same time, our numbers have been declining over the years. Given our
numbers, it is amazing how many of us are involved in Quarterly or Yearly Meeting or other
Quaker groups. Newer Friends have expressed concern that we have not done a good job of ex-
plaining Friends practices, particularly those around various forms of Business before the Meet-
ing.

Our Meeting has started an Awareness Project, to educate ourselves about Quaker history rela-
tive to Native Americans, and about our regional land’s and peoples’ histories. We watched a
documentary on the Doctrine of Discovery, and organized a visit to the museum in Spalding
about the Nimiipuu (Nez Perce) people.

We donate funds to area food banks and homeless shelters on a regular basis, helping with our
sense of responsibility and connection to the needs of the local community.




