
Port Townsend Friends Meeting State of The Meeting Report for 2021 
  
  
2021 was a year of navigating a pandemic, working to maintain our community, the loss of some 
long-time Friends, and gratitude for the ways we were able to connect with one another.   
  
As the pandemic waxed and waned we remained flexible and adjusted our style of worship to fit 
the current moment. We spent the first six months of the year meeting almost exclusively 
virtually, with both Weekly Worship and Meetings for Business held over Zoom. A small group 
also met outdoors at one member’s home for Midweek Meetings. 
  
In July, we reopened the Meetinghouse for in-person Worship. The atmosphere at our first 
Meeting back was joyous, people were very happy to see one another’s faces again, even if those 
faces were behind masks. There were also new faces at worship as the Meetinghouse reopening 
allowed newcomers to come through our doors and Meet with us for the first time. There was a 
sadness that tempered our reunion, however, which was that we were not all able to be in 
attendance. We had some members move away, others were traveling, and still others did not yet 
feel comfortable meeting in person due to the ongoing pandemic. In order to bring in those who 
were separated from us either by distance or caution we tested out several hybrid worship setups. 
  
The presence of remote meeting technologies in our Worship room was contentious, and we 
spent many hours in discernment as we tried to find a solution that would work for everyone. 
These discussions were often difficult as we had both people who felt very strongly that we 
needed to have a hybrid remote element to allow as many people to be with us as possible and 
those who felt equally strongly that to bring Zoom or other technologies into our worship would 
undermine the peace and simplicity of that worship. While these varying views made a decision 
difficult to reach, the process of hearing one another and considering all sides of this issue was 
enlightening and helped us practice and learn how to find unity from disharmony through our 
processes. In the end, however, we did not have to make a final decision about technology in the 
meeting room because the Delta variant caused the Covid cases to increase in Washington state 
and we decided to go back to fully virtual worship. 
  
Meeting virtually softened the blow of several beloved members of our Meeting moving away, 
as they were still able to attend Meeting from their new homes. It could not, however, soften the 
heartbreak of losses by death, as two long-time members passed away. Ethel Haller died in 
February of 2021 and Constance Jump, known as Connie, died in November. They are both 
sorely missed and Memorial Minutes are in the process of being written. 
  
Throughout the months of distanced worship we found ways through the work of our 
Committees to remain connected to both our own Quaker community and the larger communities 
of our town, state, nation, and planet. 
  



Our Outreach Committee created a small kiosk that was built by one of our members and placed 
on the curb in front of our Meeting house. This kiosk was filled with pamphlets and other 
information about Quakers and our activities as a way for the community to learn about us even 
when the building was empty. 
  
Our Communications Working Group revamped our website by adding access to QuakerSpeak 
materials, and adding to our library catalog. They also created a photo book with images of 
friends that was sent to our members and attenders who have moved away during the pandemic. 
Ministry and Counsel also oversaw the creation of a wall calendar using photographs from our 
Meeting. 
  
Our Peace and Social Concerns committee continued its financial support of local charitable 
organizations, organized volunteers to prepare food for the emergency winter shelter, sent a 
delegation to QuakerVoice Lobby day, co-ordinated letter writing campaigns, held a successful 
food drive for the local food bank, and continued to bring awareness to the Meeting of issues and 
efforts going on in our community. A working group was also created to consider how to build 
Right Relations with the Native American community, which included the creation and 
implementation of a Land Acknowledgement, which was put on our website. 
  
Our Adult Education committee organized monthly virtual sessions for discussion and worship 
sharing on a theme. The topics for these sessions were eldering, deepening worship, racial 
justice, Caroline Wildflower’s traveling in the ministry, the creation and implementation of a 
land acknowledgement, gender, and the history of relations with native tribes in this area. 
  
Our Meetinghouse itself was not used as much as it has been in other years due to the remote 
nature of our worship, but Meetinghouse Committee continued its work in maintaining the 
building and grounds, including convening weekly work parties starting in the fall that served to 
keep our garden healthy and beautiful as well as provide a time for people to gather safely 
outdoors. These work parties were also a time when our attenders were visible to the community 
at large, and people often stopped by to remark on the garden or ask questions about the Meeting. 
Our Meetinghouse was also vandalized with damage being done to our kiosk, peace pole, and 
sign. The damage was not extensive but the simple fact that we had been thus attacked was 
disturbing to many in the community. We were also able to pay off the remainder of our 
Meetinghouse loan thanks to a generous donation from members of our community. 
  
In addition to the named work of the Committees, the way they went about their work, being 
guided by love and the Spirit, built community within the committees themselves. Additionally, 
members and attenders found connection through in-person worship in small groups, meeting 
with their ongoing Spiritual nurture groups,  extending helping hands to one another when called 
for, and through the holding of one another in spiritual warmth. 
  
 


