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SOUTH SEATTLE FRIENDS MEETING 
 

2021-2022 STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT 

 
South Seattle Friends Meeting 
(“SSFM”) gathers for hybrid worship 
every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 
noon followed by some socializing.  
We meet by Zoom and in-person at 
the Central Area Senior Center 
(“CASC”) at 500 30th Ave. S, 
Seattle, WA 98144, supporting a 
facility for seniors in a diverse 
neighborhood, with breathtaking views of Lake Washington and Mt. Rainier.  
 
Even as we appreciate the natural beauty surrounding our worship, we work 
to remember that we live and meet on land with a complex history that merits 
our mindfulness of the Coast Salish people, 
whose traditional home we share. In gratitude, 
SSFM and many individual members of our 
community support Real Rent for the Duwamish 
tribe. 
 
South Seattle Friends includes 42 members 
and approximately 20-30 attenders. For the first 
eight months of 2021, we met virtually. When 
COVID restrictions were eased during the 
summer of 2021, our meeting 
transitioned to a hybrid Meeting 
for Worship, starting on September 
5, 2021. We have not yet resumed 
our traditions of community snacks, 
potluck dinner, or first day school; 
primarily because of the state 
mandate to wear masks indoors. Also, all of our other meetings - monthly 
meeting for business, standing committees, clearness/new member 
committees, and Adult Religious Education sessions remain in a virtual 
format only. We plan to continue to offer the virtual option, even after the 

Members Judith and Scott were married 
under care of the meeting in September 
2021. That’s really the main news of the year. 
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pandemic is over, in order to facilitate those who are unable to attend in 
person.   

 
The in-person part of our meeting:  
 
• Is wheelchair accessible and 
welcoming to all; 
• Has been hosting approximately 5-
15 members and attenders; and  
• When COVID restrictions permit, 
will offer childcare/First Day School for 
our approximately 15 children.  
 
To comply with Governor Inslee’s 

state-wide mask mandate for religious gatherings, everyone who meets in 
person wears a mask and is fully vaccinated. For those who are able, it has 
been a joy to gather in person, even under these more restrictive 
circumstances. In late 2021, to improve the experience of our virtual 
attenders, our meeting invested in an “OWL” microphone and camera. The 
camera is supposed to track and zoom in on whoever is speaking, and the 
microphone produces a higher high-quality sound. The technology is not 
perfect, but it is a clear improvement over what we had.  We are always 
looking for opportunities to improve the hybrid experience, as we anticipate 
it being a permanent component of our meeting.   
 
We enjoy the virtual participation of 
as many as 25 regular members and 
attenders. They include those from 
near and far – Seattle and surrounds, 
plus Mt. Vernon, North Bend, Kelowna 
(BC), and Honolulu, with occasional 
visitors from overseas. The virtual 
option enables Friends to participate 
in worship in spite of distance, COVID-
19 concerns, health issues, or 
transportation limitations. Although 
our virtual meeting does not replace 
in-person meeting, there are parts of 
it that have been unexpectedly 
personal as we get to share our 

An in-person wedding was an incredible treat 
after nearly two years of lock-down! 

Someone had to break the ice on sharing, 
bravely undertaken by Jerry, who served as 
our ‘explainer’ of Quakerism to guests. 
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homes, pets, children, grandchildren, and spouses. Also, members of our 
Community and Spiritual Life committee stay on to provide social support 
and an extended social hour post-meeting for the virtual attenders.  

 
We continue our tradition of raising 
our voices in song together every 
week for 15 minutes before starting 
meeting for worship. Those who 
meet in-person wear masks and 
gather outside CASC to sing, while 
those who attend virtually mute 
their microphone and sing from 
wherever they are. 
 
In January 2022, in response to a 
few members’ concerns about the 
infectivity of the omicron variant of 
COVID-19, we agreed to require 
KN95 or N95 masks for those who 

attend in person. As of this writing, the state-wide mask mandate for 
religious gatherings has been dropped, so we anticipate careful 
consideration of a change to our practices. 
 
Our Uprooting Racism 
Adhoc Committee continued 
its work this year.  Actions 
included a decision to approve 
a Minute to support HR 40 
(which established a 
commission to study and 
develop reparation proposals 
for African-Americans) and a 
Minute to respond to hate and 
violent incidents against 
Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders. We also continue to support a 
special fund for donations to support charities that work to address racism 
and approved the allocation of the rent credits from CASC during our 
“virtual only” period to this fund and to the Ujima Peace Center. We 
approved a donation from this fund to the Rainier Beach Action Coalition in 
honor of the Juneteenth holiday.  

Beverly provided our first toast as a married 
couple.  Are you only reading the pictures? 
Wondering why all that other text is there? 

In-person food! Toasts! Desserts! Decorations 
by our gracious arrangements committee! 
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In 2021, our meeting hosted an Adult Religious Education session 
almost every month.  Topics included 
social justice issues (Olympia 
Coalition Against Nuclear Weapons, 
Washington DC Human Rights 

Seminar), Quaker activism (Friends 
Committee on National Legislation on 
immigration, Quaker Experiential 

Service & Training)), the spiritual 
journeys from our members, and a 
discussion on when/how to meet in 
person.  
 

Our Older Friends group, and also a Death and Dying group, meet 
monthly after the meeting for worship.   
 
Our SSFM annual retreat was held on May 22 via zoom. The theme was 
Blessed Community, reflecting the value of shared connections with both 
presentations and small-group breakout sessions. 
 
Starting in July 2021, one of our members led an Online Writing 
Workshop. He says it best in a July newsletter article where he notes that 
his “small suggestions and leadership, and the presence of others writing… 
even remotely, will constitute buoyancy.” Although the workshop was only 
expected to last for five months, its popularity endures as of March 2022 
and shows no signs of waning!      
 
On October 31, 2021 we had our hybrid Meeting for Remembrance to 
honor those who have gone before us including Paul Niebank, a member 
who was instrumental in SSFM transitioning from a worship group to a 
monthly meeting. Those who were able to do so joined in person to light 
candles, and those on zoom lit candles in their homes, uniting us all.  

The bride and groom were serenaded by 
some of SSFM’s more musical members. 
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The year of 2021 was a year of some beginnings; we welcomed new 
grandchildren and two of our members got married under the care of our 
meeting, combining their four children and three dogs into one household! 
The year was also a year of some goodbyes, including the last issue of our 
SSFM newsletter which was lovingly conceived, written, and distributed by 
one of our members.  
 
Beyond our meetings, the main 
way that we continue our 
connection and communication 
with each other is our SSFM 
email listserve. We also 
maintain a SSFM gift bank 
which has included help with 
writing, deliveries of fresh baked 
bread, and a listening ear. 
Finally, we recognize the need 
to update and expand our SSFM 
website to share our message 
with the world. To this end, in 
February 2022, we approved a 
monthly stipend for one of our 
members to apply her tech skills and creativity to our site. 
 
Our financial health this year has been stable; though our contributions 
have gone down, our expenses were also lower.  SSFM hired a 
bookkeeper to support the finance committee and treasurer, supporting 
easier report preparation for monthly meeting for business. Also, as is our 
custom, we gave 10% of our annual budget to four organizations doing 
work that aligns with our shared values, collectively representing a blend of 
non-profits which are local and national, Quaker and non-Quaker.  
 
Challenges for the year ahead:  Our challenge going forward will be to 
identify when and how to best transition back to a fuller scope of in-person 
meetings, including dropping masks and restarting childcare, First Day 
School, and food.  
 

The joy of the evening was punctuated by 
dancing and a band. 
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Goals for the year ahead:  Our primary goal is the same as our challenge 
– to continue to expand the in-person meeting options while continuing to 
honor the needs of those who rely on virtual attendance.  
 
In closing, SSFM is a committed and supportive community of members 
and attenders which covers a wide range of ages and is inclusive of all.  We 
remember with love everyone who suffered in this second year of COVID-
19, and we look forward to easing of restrictions.  
 

Did we mention that these two got married? 


