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We believe the pandemic has had an outsized effect on our Meeting.  We spent 

a great deal of time only meeting by Zoom.  It is better than we thought it 
would be.  A past attender of the Meeting was able to join from Germany, and 

we were able to worship with a Friend confined to a care facility, but it simply 
is not the same as meeting in person as a shared experience.  Now that we are 

again meeting in person our numbers are less and the requirement to wear a 
mask has reduced our interaction.  Not being able to see someone’s face limits 

the experience of recognition and emotion.  The masks also make it difficult for 
some in speaking loud enough to be heard and clearly enough to be understood.  

We stopped having potlucks and social gatherings at rise of meeting 
contributing to a feeling of missing community. These things together have 

made us more distant from one another and have left us less spiritually present 
as a Meeting. We suspect it may be a couple of years or more before we can 

know again who we are as a community.  

We haven’t spent all our time in hiding from the pandemic. We’ve continued 
to contribute to the feeding of homeless families through Family Promise.  A 

few have also been working on lobbying and social justice issues with FCNL.  
Individuals respond to the numerous announcements we receive by email.  

With our declining size the Meeting continues to preside as a Meeting of the 
Whole with Ministry and Care being our only standing committee.   

We wrestle in a very personal way with the huge number of homeless people in 

Salem.  For much of the past year we allowed a homeless person to live on 
meetinghouse property.  Our land is very small and we are the only non-

residential property in the neighborhood.  A neighbor complained extensively 
about sharing our space with this homeless person and frankly he made a big 

mess.  We asked him to leave but we could not find a place for him to go, but 
have remained in contact and offer what assistance we can.  Others have started 

to sleep on our porches and behind our shed so we’ve permitted our neighbors 
to have them trespassed if they feel unsafe.  The city ordinance requires we post 

a No Trespassing sign to do this.  This sign is next to our sign that states all are 
welcome.  Ironic and telling. 

Despite all the above when we wrote this report, we were in agreement that we 

remain strongly committed to our life as a community. 


