
Sandpoint Friends Meeting, Sandpoint, ID 

STATE OF THE MEETING, 2021 

Greetings from Sandpoint Friends Meeting to Friends everywhere. 

We find ourselves now in the early stages of our third year of dealing with the effects of the Covid-19 

pandemic. Not only have we endured the original version, but subsequent variants have continued to 

keep us from our usual life activities. Sandpoint Friends have continued to sustain Spirit within and 

among us. We are a small but strong community of seekers, aging but still vital and caring of each other, 

the wider Quaker world, and what is happening on the planet.  

It has been a quiet year as we have opened our Meeting House for worship each week, though 

cautiously with use of masks and distancing. Our physical gatherings are small, usually between 6-10 

Friends attending each week, while others join us in Spirit from their homes. We have not offered virtual 

worship, but some Friends have been attending distant Meetings and other Quaker offerings online. In 

warmer weather we have been holding worship outdoors in our Meeting House yard, under twin pear 

trees, a very welcome change. This past summer we were joined by a wandering moose, who was 

munching on our pear tree leaves from the other side (fortunately) of our Meeting fence. We have 

maintained our collective sense of humor as we jokingly refer to this as "Meeting for Moose"!  

As we go on with putting our lives back together in some kind of "normal", we realize how important 

our Quaker community, and especially our Meeting, are to each one of us. Mutual support and caring 

for one another are a priority and bring a sense of belonging in our small community. 

We are grateful for each one who comes through our door, offering their energy to what some have 

called a "sacred space". The sense of Spirit is present as we gather, augmented by those who come 

together in worship. Our Meeting House itself is close to 75 years of age, and offers peace and refuge 

within, and we are grateful. 

Judith Clarke for Sandpoint Friends 

 

Addenda – A dear Friend, Mary Ellen Campbell, passed away on Feb 23, 2022, days after thus report was 

approved.  Sandpoint Friends will greatly miss her gentle spirit and wise words given at our Meeting. 

 


