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2021 was a transformative year for Tacoma Friends Meeting.  As the global pandemic 

continued to wreak havoc with the economy and personal lives, we remained committed 

to our faith, our practice, and to each other.  Our faithfulness in turn has led to 

meaningful growth in multiple ways. 

We grew spiritually, with religious education in the form of Quakerism 101 (a six-week 

program) and Quaker Conversations (a monthly gathering that considers spiritually 

enriching literature).  These two activities included people from other faiths that wanted 

to learn more about Quakerism and grow in their personal experience of spirituality. 

We grew in social activism, working actively on behalf of equity for all and against 

systemic racism.  Under the care of our Peace & Social Justice Committee (P&SJ) we 

formed small groups, called Circles of Concern, which address systemic racism.  One of 

these Circles of Concern hopes soon to begin meeting the needs of a newly arrived 

Afghan refugee family.  P&SJ also dedicated much of its programming capacity this year 

to addressing racism and reparations through such efforts as supporting a South Seattle 

Monthly Meeting minute on HR 40 and creation of a radio program, “Slave Narratives.” 

The radio program, which aired on a local community radio station, entailed reading 

testimonies of former slaves in the first-person voice about the atrocities of slavery.  

Several members actively assisted immigrant detainees upon release from the Northwest 

ICE Processing [detention] Center and others worked with faith groups and agencies 

serving vulnerable populations such as those living houseless or in low-income 

households.  Several Tacoma Meeting members have continued to live out their Quaker 

values through American Friends Service Committee, Friends Committee on National 

Legislation, and Quaker Voice for Washington Public Policy.   

We grew in unity as we renewed our commitment to preparing for return to the 

meetinghouse even as the global pandemic surged on.  The meeting easily found unity on 

the importance of including those who joined us on the virtual platform for reasons 

ranging from distance to health concerns.  We formed three working groups to address 

different aspects of our transition back to in-person meetings for worship and how 

hybrid/blended meetings might affect our community and spiritual experience.  The work 

is still in process, but we have benefitted from working as a community on this important 

project.  Another work in process, though begun long ago, has been the continuing 

challenge of relationship with our meetinghouse caretaker.  We initially sought an 

informal, “friendly” arrangement that revealed gaps and flaws over time.  We are now 

exploring how to meet our ethical and legal obligations in accordance with our values as 

Friends and as a community committed to acting in friendship toward everyone involved 

in this process. 

We grew in community.  Friends found that genuine fellowship, as well as worship, was 

indeed possible in a virtual environment.  People held each other in the Light and gave 

practical help as needed.  There was an expression of appreciation on many occasions for 

the opportunity to welcome people from out of the area into the life of the meeting.  

Vocal ministry from members and attenders alike was often rich and profoundly moving.  

Hearts were opened and strong connections formed as people shared from their personal 



experiences during after worship check-ins.  And we grew in numbers, welcoming the 

membership transfers of Patricia Boiko and Karl Weyrauch. 

Near the end of the year we spent time reviewing the history of Tacoma Friends Meeting.  

Those remaining of our earliest members shared their memories along with decades of 

old photos.  This extraordinary experience of our roots in faith, practice, and community 

led us to consider how far we’ve come and how much we desire to go farther as an 

inclusive and deeply spiritual community.  The challenges and opportunities we faced in 

2021 have helped us revisit our priorities.  Having done so, we move forward together 

with confidence in Spirit and in each other. 


