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This past year, 2021, stands with 2020 as one of the most difficult years of the century 

so far. In just the first three months of the year, the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic reached 2.5 

million deaths, there was a political insurrection in the nation’s capital, massive winter storms 

devastated the southern United States, and the container ship Ever Given ran aground in the 

Suez Canal, disrupting global trade. And the year continued like that right through to December. 

Life, as it must, continued as best it could, and University Friends Meeting in Seattle 

continued to meet for worship both online and in person. The Worship and Ministry Committee 

supported the spiritual and communal life of the meeting by developing a hybrid-meeting format 

that includes the use of Zoom. Many Friends volunteered in various ways, including Zoom 

hosting, tech support in the worship room, and monitoring people who attended in person to 

ensure they maintained health safety precautions. Hybrid meeting for worship gave our 

community many benefits, giving those who could not come to the meeting house a way to 

attend meeting for worship and showing closed-captioned text of vocal ministry on the Zoom 

screen for the hard of hearing. On Fifth Sundays, our hybrid meeting for worship focused on our 

children, using a semi-programmed intergenerational format developed by our Education 

Committee. 

We also used Zoom for hybrid and online-only committee meetings and workshops. Of 

particular note, the Ministry & Worship and Care & Counsel Committees each presented 

workshops on different elements of Quaker process. The Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

program was completely virtual in 2021. Although reduced in number, the meetings were well 

attended and much appreciated. Highlights included the “This I Believe” series, which focused 

each session on one individual sharing their spiritual journey, and a report on UFM’s Kenya 

Health Education Ministry work.. 

Our technical resources have aided us in staying connected with our members and 

attenders. We revived the Communications Committee in order to update our various 

communications, such as the First Day bulletin and the monthly newsletter, to better utilize 

current technology. One important task of this committee was to address privacy and access 

concerns for UFM’s website, directory, listserv, and Google workspace. 

 While many found the hybrid meetings useful, whether out of convenience or concerns 

for safety, some Friends found a sense of connection missing from the online community. 

Despite all that technology has done to bring us together, some members of the community 

valued interacting in person above all else. Whenever the ongoing pandemic allowed, the 

9:30AM meetings for worship remained in person in 2021, and the 11AM meetings were hybrid, 

except for our monthly meetings for worship with attention to business, which were online only. 

This presented some logistical problems; for example, it wasn’t possible to attend online ARE 

sessions and then get to the meetinghouse in time to attend in-person meeting for worship. 



This issue and all matters related to keeping our meetinghouse safe through the 

pandemic was handled by the Committee on Reopening the Meetinghouse (CoRM). Matters 

taken up by CoRM in 2021 included guidelines for in-person meetings, such as meeting 

attender sign-ups for contact tracing, physical distancing, masking, vaccination status, use of 

the social hall and kitchen, and rental policies. We were able to hold only one family event in 

person after vaccinations became commonly available and before Omicron began to surge late 

in the year. We hope to be able to welcome families and all members of our community into the 

meetinghouse more fully in the coming year. 

The meetinghouse holds an important place in our hearts as the physical center of our 

worshiping community. The Facilities Committee and our caretakers worked hard in the past 

year to ensure that it stayed in prime condition, even when we could not use it to gather. 

Maintenance projects at the meetinghouse in 2021 included painting, various repairs, and a 

significant upgrade to security accomplished by installing a new locking gate to our courtyard. 

We also all worked to maintain our social connections in various ways. When the 

pandemic conditions allowed, the Community Building Committee and other committees 

sponsored brown-bag lunches, picnics, a carol sing, coffee hours, community circles, a book 

sale, and a plant exchange. For those who attended worship on Zoom, we provided breakout 

rooms at the rise of meeting so people could socialize.. 

There were several instances of trespassing on our property by unhoused members of 

the University District community. As believers in peace and community, we strove to address 

these concerns in a compassionate manner without intervention by the police. We were guided 

well by the staff of Facing Homelessness, one of our building’s tenants, who regularly interact 

with unhoused people. They wisely cautioned us that no one should intervene with a troubled 

soul unless they have been trained to do so. Fortunately, we were able to get help from a local 

social worker who specializes in working with unhoused people. 

Our meeting continues to consider BIPOC lives and experiences. In 2021, this involved 

discussion of the messaging surrounding Black lives and the Black Lives Matter organization, 

starting an anti-racism reading group, and appreciation that our property is part of the traditional 

land of the Duwamish tribe. These activities stirred strong emotions in many Friends. It became 

clear that everyone in our community believes that BIPOC lives matter, but we are still working 

out how to outwardly demonstrate this belief in a way that all members of the community can 

support.. 

Our QuEST (Quaker Experiential Service and Training) program continued. In August 

2021, a new cohort of Fellows began their year of service with the Washington Low Income 

Housing Alliance Action Fund, Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, Seattle JazzED, Facing 

Homelessness, United Indians of All Tribes Foundation, and Recovery Cafe. Nora Percival's 

Kenya Health Education Ministry, under the care of the meeting since 2018, also continued. 

Financially, the meeting continued to feel the impact of the pandemic and the financial 

challenges facing our larger society. Many members continued to contribute generously to the 

finances of the meeting, enabling us to make donations to several causes that were meaningful 

to us. We had several discussions within the meeting about how our donations speak for us, 

both as a meeting and as individual Quakers. We continue to seek the best way to support our 

beliefs through donations.. 



As in every year, membership fluctuated in 2021. We had between 95 and 110 active 

members and attenders throughout the year. Two Friends transferred their membership in and 

three members transferred out. Two Friends laid down their membership, and two Friends had 

their membership reinstated. There was one death within our membership, Bill Matchett, and we 

hold his memory in the Light. 

As a faith community, University Friends Meeting came through 2021 a bit battered, but 

certainly not broken. We face the future with hope, and with gratitude that we can do it together. 

 


